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1. The health service of the Albenien Army suffers from & lack of redieal
officers in geneml, -and from a serious shortage of redleines.

2. There is only cne mili’rary ospital, located in Tirana (see alsc para. 11D
below), which reéeives all the mﬂitary personnel In necd of immediate
treatment, and eapecially those in need of purgery. Militery doetors,
abort 20 in number, are stationed only in Tirana, Sick soldiers arrive in
Tirana fiom all parts of Albania by motor ambulances in urgent cases, or
sometimes by military means, Those stationed far from Tirana are treated
in the medical centers of their units; these umits ordipnarily have an in-
firmary vhich decldes upon the corrse of treatment. When hospltalization
is neeesanry the asoldiers are taken to clvilizn hospitals, each of which
hag e "Military Section." .

3, The Albenisn Government tries to cope with the situation by making some
military personnel take heslth courses, with the sole result that only
medioare nurses emerge from this training,

4e In August 1949, 13 or 14 officers, who were nolther doctors nor medical
studénta, were token from various wnits and sent to the USSR to take a
health course. Informants expscted that these tralnees would probably
function as "doctors™ upon their return {o Albenia.

5, Medieal supplies in the armed forces are very Iimited, It was cstimated
by informants that, in the event of an emergency, these 311"’;)1183 would
last for only two weeks.

6, The health situation is oven more sericus among the clvilians, There are
only 120 doctors in the whole of Albania, and ther live mostly in the rore
importent centers, Fharmacies are poorly stocked with medicines, and it is
almost alwoys necessary to have a preseription to obtsin them, The only
items that ean be had without & preseription are 1axﬂtivaf; and two tablets
of aspirin at a tire,

7. Another group of informants raported that there were approxirately 180
Albanian doctors (akout 50 of whom wers renorted early in 1950 as being on
duty with the armed forces), These doctors have all taken thelr advanced
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irainine atroad, the older :en {approximating 177 of the total) ™avin: stvdied
in Greece and Trrkey, and 'he remainder in France, Ilaly, Greecc, and Svsiria
(theso covntries ars listed according to the mmrbher of Albanian doctors vhe
stidied there, 1 nging fron the grentest number to the least),

Followins the liberation of Alt-nia (end 1911,), the 1banian Govornrent
reachod an aprecrent whereby an average of 40 students were «ont each vear on
schelarships to wmiversities in Yuroslavia {mntil 1746 - sic . ’:‘?}, the USSR
Pl,ﬂftﬂ“"ja, R monia, Czechoslovalin, Poland and hangary, In addicl n, in Sep~
cerber 1947 a school for doctors' assistants wrs established in Tirans; this
achool could hondle atout 60 students, 7nd was on Lhe sane scholastic level as
e high schocl, the pupils of wvhich (after a trres-vear covrse) sould rosister
at “ho univ::rs‘i"(. o

Tre .. -1 nrofession enjoys only moderete conpetence; it is only in urlan
hostat i eenters such as Lir'ma, Korce, Shioder, Vione, Drrres, Giinokaster
and Berat that it is possitle to study and kecp up with gclentifie -reoress;
ruch nore bmefit, howsver, covld be derivod fm professional consullations
among doctors than from he study of foreign 11t ar"tur" Thase wrltines,
1imited in amount, come from the USSR, The Mini Lstry of Hoglth wblishes one
modest reviow, o vhich all the doctors ean contribute, ~nd 2 third o” which
is devoted o reviews of Rrsalan works.

The redioerity of the medic:l -rofession is verticularly £:1t 11 specialized
fields. Those doclors vho prastice in rural cr orntain sreas {and these ar:
in the majority; have vory little opportuniiy, if -ny, to keep up with soien-
tific progress; the lack of books, libraries, and so on, prevents them fyom
inereasing thelyr knowledge.

Health versonnel in Allania are distribuled as fellows:

Ministry of Health: There are five or six doctors who act
as t chnienl consul onts; they are,
howaver, on activ: doty with various
noswi als or swmateria.

Tirena Goneral Civili-n Hospital: Ther- arc a’ out a dozen A'! nian
doetors (meneral practitioners and
specinlists) -md about nine foviet
doctors.

State Hospitnls: Deros (5 doetors), Shkoder (6}, Viens (7),
Gjinokaster (5), Korce (8), Elbasan (5),
7ukes (2), Dornt ().

Rrral Hospitals: These ar- aciuslly infirmaries having
10-20 1 ds; ther: are atoot T0 of “hese
infirmaries, <tovt 7 ¢ of shich havs two
doctors elch, .md the rena nder a singls
doc or cach,

Sanatoria: itue (tubereulosis), in Tirana ond Korce.

Munteipal Dispensarien: Tirana (5 doctors), Korec, Vleore, Shkoder,
Giinokostor, Berat and Durves (scr\rl zod
Ly doctors of ‘he lec:l kospitzls),

Dispensar’es: Approxiy ately 50, leeniad in the ehief
touns, uith one doctor exch

Tirana ternity Hos»Hit 13 Tvrece doctors.,
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General Military Hospital (Tiranzj: Twelve doctors.

Gjinokaster Military Hospiial: Three doctors.
Approximately another 30 nilitary doctors are on service with military
units (regiments and divisicms), btut those are not enough to meet the

nesds of all units,

Hospital Capacitys

Tirane Civilian Hospital 600 beds
Durres Civilian Hospital 150 beds
Vlone Civilian Hospitol 250 veds
Gjinokaster Civilian Hospital 180 beds
Shkoder Civilian Hospltal 200 beds
Elbasan Civilian Hoopital 150 beds
¥orce Civilian Hospital 250 beds
Kukes Civilian Hospital 50 beds
New Gjinokaster Civilian Hospital

{nearly comnletad) 360 beds
Tirane Sanatoriun 150 beds
Korce Sanatorium 150 beds
Rural hospitsls (combined) 300 beds
Tirana Military Hospital 500 Teds
Gjinokaster Military Rospital 150 beds.

There is little to report in the field of projected fredical~gzeientific re-
search; disease pravention sctivities are almost entirely concentrated on
the fight against malaria, tuberculosis, syrhilis, and the vaccination
against such infectious diseases as tyolms, diphtheria, srall-pox and
cholera.

From 2 theraveutic point of view, there is a serious lack of medicine., In
1940 a limited laboratory for the productlon of medicines of wrimary recessity
was set up in Tirana; nrodvelion, howsver, was far telow the needs.

According to informants, Altanian doctors could not ke expected to con!ribute
much toward medieine now or in the future; this factor is not so much attri-

butable -~ lack of personal alxility as to the preat lack of reans of study
and e avtation,

*ﬁgﬂm@n’q: The above information, although someshat outdated, is
nevertheless transmitied for whatever wvalue it nmight Lo~z as background £ill.in
for the health picture in Albvania.
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